
How do domestic pets impact wildlife?

Hunting and territorial behaviour are the main ways in which pets can harm native 

wildlife. While many pets seem unlikely to attack wildlife, it is often instinctive for 

them to hunt and protect their territories.

Pet dogs and cats can attack a wide variety of native animals including possums, 

kangaroos, wallabies, bandicoots, Koalas, snakes, geckos, skinks, lizards, birds 

and many different invertebrates. In particular, cats tend to hunt and attack 

small ground dwelling birds (e.g. doves, wrens, young brush turkeys and finches), 

small reptiles (e.g. geckos and skinks), small nocturnal mammals (e.g. mice and 

antechinus) and invertebrates such as moths, butterflies, cicadas and grasshoppers. 

Dogs are more likely to chase, frighten or catch wildlife they consider to be 

threatening their territory. This can include wallabies, Koalas, large birds (like 

herons and brush turkeys), possums, and large reptiles (such as Lace Monitors, 

snakes and lizards). Some dogs, especially those which are not adequately 

confined, can join roaming packs of neighbourhood dogs that hunt and prey on 

wildlife. Research also indicates that the scent of dogs may deter some wildlife 

from utilising habitats that dogs visit. 

Being a responsible pet owner

Here are ten tips to protect wildlife:

1.	� Know where your pet is at all times. Ensure they are kept in a yard or secured 

area on your property. 

2.	� Confine pets at all times, not just at night. While some native animals are 

nocturnal, many native species are active during the day, including birds, 

lizards and frogs.

3.	 Desex cats and dogs. This will help curb their roaming and territorial

	 behaviour.

4.	� Identify your pets with a collar, tag, microchip or tattoo. This will help track 

them if they roam or cause nuisance when you are not around.

5.	 Avoid taking your dog into bushland. If you do, ensure it is on a lead.

6.	� Train dogs from an early age that chasing animals is not acceptable behaviour. 

Enrol your dog in obedience training if necessary.

7.	� If you find you no longer have enough time for your pet, find them a new home 

or take them to the RSPCA. Never dump an animal in bushland. 

8.	 Report all stray animals to your Council or the RSPCA.

9.	� Attach several bells to your cat’s collar so that birds and mammals may 

hear the cat approaching. Unfortunately, bells will not alert most reptiles or 

invertebrates as most lack a sense of sound. 

10.	 Support cat and dog controls, such as identification, registration and curfew.

M any Australians keep pets. They 

can be wonderful companions 

and can contribute to the health 

and wellbeing of their owners and 

those around them. Most people are 

aware of the potential problems that 

domesticated pets can pose to native 

wildlife. This Note shows how being 

a responsible pet owner can make a 

significant contribution in protecting 

native wildlife.

Help protect wildlife and your cat 
by being a responsible pet owner. 
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